
The good, the bad and the
silent middle

How do cities and municipalities cope

with polarisation? 
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Belgian situation
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• First signs in 2012

• 457 Belgian citizens left for Syria/Iraq

• No clear profile ~ age, education, socio-economic, etc.

=> common ground of “unhappines”, “injustice”, 

“frustration”, “an alternative future”
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Belgian situation - today
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Action <> Re-action
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Polarisation (Brandsma)
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Depolarise the situation

1. Polarisation is a thought construct 

2. Polarisation needs “fuel”

3. Polarisation is based on emotions (“gut feeling”)

-
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Depolarise the situation

1. Change your target group

2. Change your subject

3. Change your position

4. Change your tone

-



Thanks for your attention!

Contact: maarten.dewaele@vvsg.be


