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Why SERA? After Europe
experienced a number of vi-
olent extreme incidents,
there was a public demand
leading to reforms of public
policies on a European level,
after European member
states signed the Declaration
of Paris on March, 17", 2015.

The European ministers re-
sponsible for education, cul-
ture, youth and sport de-
clared their intention to de-
fend human dignity, free-
dom, democracy, equality,
the rule of law and human
rights.

Who is behind SERA? The
team behind SERA consists
of committed and experi-
enced people from five Eu-
ropean and  associated
countries (Belgium, France,
Malta, Spain, Turkey). The
SERA partnership is made up
of service professional pro-
viders mainly prison manag-
ers, psychologists, prison
teachers, educational pro-
fessionals, prison staff, occu-
pational therapists, volun-
teers and academics.

What is SERA? It is a Euro-
pean Project that initially
was meant to correct or pre-
vent individuals from adopt-
ing mindsets that could lead
to violent radical behaviour.
During the development of
the project the narrative
changed the approach to-
wards the different ways to
deal with issues related to
radicalization.

Who is SERA for? First
thought as a project to work
with inmates or youngsters
in detention, however during
implementation the partners
realized that it could be use-
ful too in other closed set-
tings as a preventive tool.
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What is the SERA tool?
With data obtained from an
initial cross analysis based
on existing literature, we
identified shortfalls and in-
spiring practices that ena-
bled the partners to create a
3-cycle programme spread
over 12 weeks for a total of
360 hours.

Based on the hierarchy of
needs (Maslow, 1943; Pinto,
2000), the SERA content fo-
cuses on beliefs, culturalism,
education, psychology and
social domains.
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